NATI ONAL OPERATI ONS SECURI TY (OPSEC) AWARDS PROGRAM

The annual National Operations Security (OPSEC) Awards Programi s
a top priority for the Interagency OPSEC Support Staff (1 OSS)

The 10SS is the focal point for OPSEC within the United States
Gover nment and understands the inportance of acknow edgi ng those
i ndi vidual s and organi zati ons that have excelled in the practice
of OPSEC during the past fiscal year. Through this awards
program the | OSS hopes to encourage the devel opnent of new and
exci ting OPSEC prograns and awar eness products.

The National OPSEC Awards Program provi des non-nonetary awards to
gover nnent and supporting contractor organi zations and

i ndi vi dual s who have excelled in the field of OPSEC and are

consi dered nmenbers of the U S. national security community. On
the follow ng pages you will find the criteria for each award
category and a nodified subm ssion form

A call for noninations is announced each COctober for
acconpl i shments made during the previous fiscal year (the award
period). The announcenent is published in the | 0SS newsletter,
The OPSEC I ndicator, and posted on the 10SS web site
(www. i 0ss. gov). Nom nation booklets are sent to custoners
registered in the | GSS dat abase. To satisfy the | 0SS federal
mandate, |etters and nom nati on booklets are sent to federa
agency heads detailing the programcriteria and requesting

noni nati ons.

Conpl et ed nom nation packets nust be received at the | GSS by the
end of Decenber.

Nom nati ons, including those for contractor organizations and

i ndi vidual s, may be nmade by any conponent w thin those governnent
departnents and agenci es assi gned or supporting a nationa
security mssion. Contractor subm ssions nust be sent through

t heir sponsoring governnment agency or departnent.

There is no limt on the nunber of subm ssions all owed.

Al l nom nation packets nust include a conpleted copy of the

encl osed subni ssion formand a nonination letter signed by the
agency or departnent head; a nonination narrative nust be
included if applicable. Copies of docunents and el ectronic or
print nedia nust be subnitted as required by the individual award
criteria.

Uncl assified narratives are preferred, however subm ssions may be
classified up to and including SECRET. Responsibility for
prepublication review of any docunents or manuscripts rests with
the subnitting organi zati on or author and approval docunentation
shoul d be included in the nom nati on packet.

Qui dance on the content and length of the narrative is included
in the specific criteria for each award. The narrative nust
address the award selection criteria, which was devel oped by an



i ndependent, interagency Awards Board in coordination with the
| GsS.

Itens submtted for nom nation becone the property of the |IGCSS,
whi ch may have the materials reproduced and distributed as
appropriate. The submtting organi zation or author retains all
internal distribution and publication rights.

The Awards Board eval uates the nom nations and sel ects the
w nners. Decisions of the Awards Board, whose deliberations are
i ndependent and private, are final

The winners are formally honored and the awards are presented at
t he next annual National OPSEC Conference and Exhibition.

Al those who subnmitted awards will be notified of the board's
deci sions in advance of the National OPSEC Conference and
Exhi bi ti on.

Partici pati ng organi zati ons are encouraged to establish internal
procedures for these nom nations, to include suitable recognition
for those nom nated but not selected as award w nners.

AWARDS BQARD

Menbers of the Awards Board are selected annually fromw thin the
OPSEC community by the Director of the I CSS. Menbers may serve no
nore than two consecutive years.

AWARDS PROGRAM ADM NI STRATOR

For further information concerning the National OPSEC Awards
Program including eligibility and nom nati on procedures, please
send inquiries to the Awards Program Admi ni strator, |nteragency
OPSEC Support Staff, 6411 lvy Lane, G eenbelt, Mryland 20770-
1405, or call (443) 479-4677.



I NDI VI DUAL ACHI EVEMENT AWARD

The National OPSEC Awards Program presents first and second pl ace
non- nonetary | ndi vi dual Achi evenent Awards in recognition of

out st andi ng i ndi vi dual acconplishnents during the award peri od.
The criteria considered include, but are not limted to, the
fol | owi ng:

e FEvidence of individual ability to identify and sol ve
significant OPSEC problens, threats, or vulnerabilities;

e Denpnstration of outstanding | eadership and know edge in
t he application of OPSEC, and,

e Innovative and creative use of resources (personnel,
fiscal, or facilities) to successfully acconplish OPSEC
rel ated goals and m ssions.

The nomination narrative should be no | onger than three pages,
si ngl e-spaced, and shoul d describe the specific acconplishnents
of the nom nee.

ORGANI ZATI ONAL ACHI EVEMENT AWARD

The National OPSEC Awards Program presents first and second pl ace
non-nonetary Organi zati onal Achi evenent Awards in recognition of
out st andi ng organi zati onal acconplishnents during the award
period. The criteria considered include, but are not linmted to,
the foll ow ng:

e Evidence of organizational ability to identify and sol ve
significant OPSEC probl ens, threats, or vulnerabilities;

e Creation or devel opnent of innovative progranms for OPSEC
trai ning, education or awareness; and,

e M ssion acconplishnments and successes at the organi zati onal
| evel resulting fromthe application of OPSEC

The nomination narrative should be no | onger than three pages,
si ngl e-spaced, and shoul d describe the specific acconplishments
of the nom nated organi zation



NATI ONAL OPERATI ONS SECURI TY AWARDS
SUBM SSI ON FORM

Awar d
Cat egory:

e |Individual Achievenment Award:
e (Organi zation Achi evenent Award:
e Miltinmedia Achi evenent Award (El ectronic):

e Miltimedia Achi evenent Award (Print):
e George F. Jelen Literature Achievenent Award:

Nane:

Job Title:

Organi zat i on:

Address of Organi zati on:

Poi nt of Contact:

Tel ephone Number : Fax:

ENDORSEMENT OF AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT HEAD:

Si gnat ur e: Dat e

For nore information, please call the
OPSEC Support Staff
Awar ds Program Admi ni strator on
(443) 479-4726.



